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H 1323.1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1428

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Comerce & Labor (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Wod, Conway, Cooper and Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 27/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to electrical trainees; and anendi ng RCW 19. 28. 161
and 19. 28. 271.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW19.28.161 and 2002 ¢ 249 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No person may engage in the electrical construction trade
w thout having a valid master journeyman electrician certificate of
conpetency, journeynman electrician certificate of conpetency, naster
specialty electrician certificate of conpetency, or specialty
electrician certificate of conpetency issued by the departnent in

accordance with this chapter. El ectrician certificate of conpetency
specialties include, but are not limted to: Resi dential, punp and
irrigation, limted energy system signs, nonresidential maintenance,

restricted nonresidential naintenance, and appliance repair.

(2) A person who is indentured in an apprenticeship program
approved under chapter 49.04 RCWfor the electrical construction trade
or who is learning the electrical construction trade may work in the
el ectrical construction trade if supervised by a certified naster
journeyman electrician, journeyman electrician, mnmaster specialty
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electrician in that electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician

in that electrician's specialty. Al'l apprentices and individuals
| earning the electrical construction trade shall obtain an electrica
training certificate from the departnent. The certificate shal

authorize the holder to learn the electrical construction trade while
under the direct supervision of a master journeyman electrician,

journeyman el ectrician, nmaster specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty. The holder of the electrical training
certificate shall renew the certificate biennially. At the tinme of
renewal , the hol der shall provide the departnment with an accurate |i st
of the holder's enployers in the electrical construction industry for
the previous biennial period and the nunber of hours worked for each
enpl oyer. A biennial fee shall be charged for the issuance or renewa

of the certificate. The departnent shall set the fee by rule. The fee
shal | cover but not exceed the cost of adm nistering and enforcing the
trainee certification and supervision requirenments of this chapter.

Apprentices and individuals learning the electrical construction trade
shall have their electrical training certificates in their possession
at all tinmes that they are performng electrical work. They shall show
their certificates to an authorized representative of the departnent at
the representative's request.

(3) Any person who has been issued an electrical training
certificate under this chapter may work if that person is under
supervi sion. Supervision shall consist of a person being on the sane
job site and under the control of either a certified master journeyman
el ectrician, journeyman electrician, master specialty electrician
working in that electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician
working in that electrician's specialty.

For individuals enployed by a general electrical contractor
performng nonresidential installations, either a master |ourneyman
electrician or journeynman electrician shall be on the sane job site as
the noncertified individual for a mninmm of one hundred percent of
each working day for the first four thousand hours and seventy-five
percent of each working day for all hours thereafter.

For other individuals, either a certified nmaster journeyman
el ectrician, journeyman electrician, master specialty electrician
working in that electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician
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working in that electrician's specialty shall be on the sane job site
as the noncertified individual for a m ninumof seventy-five percent of
each wor ki ng day unl ess otherwi se provided in this chapter.

(4) The ratio of noncertified individuals to certified naster
journeynen electricians, journeynen electricians, nmaster specialty
el ectricians, or specialty electricians on any one job site is as
fol | ows:

(a) When working as a specialty electrician, not nore than two
noncertified individuals for every certified nmaster specialty
electrician working 1in that electrician's specialty, specialty
el ectrician working in that electrician's specialty, master journeynan
electrician, or journeyman electrician, except that the ratio
requi renents are one certified master specialty electrician working in
that electrician's specialty, specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty, master journeyman electrician, or journeynman
electrician working as a specialty electrician to no nore than four
students enrolled in and working as part of an electrical construction
program at public comrunity or technical colleges, or not-for-profit
nationally accredited trade or technical schools licensed by the work
force training and education coordinating board under chapter 28C. 10
RCW In neeting the ratio requirenents for students enrolled in an
el ectrical construction programat a trade school, a trade school may
receive input and advice fromthe el ectrical board; and

(b) When working as a journeyman electrician, not nore than one
noncertified individual for every certified nmaster journeynman
electrician or journeyman el ectrician, except that the ratio
requi renents shall be one certified master journeyman electrician or
journeyman electrician to no nore than four students enrolled in and
working as part of an electrical construction program at public
community or technical col | eges, or not-for-profit nationally
accredited trade or technical schools licensed by the work force
training and educati on coordi nati ng board under chapter 28C. 10 RCW In
meeting the ratio requirenents for students enrolled in an electrical
construction program at a trade school, a trade school nay receive
i nput and advice fromthe electrical board.

An individual who has a current training certificate and who has
successfully conpleted or 1is currently enrolled in an approved
apprenticeship program or in an electrical construction program at
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public conmmunity or technical colleges, or not-for-profit nationally
accredited technical or trade schools licensed by the work force
training and educati on coordi nating board under chapter 28C. 10 RCW nay
work without direct on-site supervision during the last six nonths of
nmeeting the practical experience requirenents of this chapter

(5) For the residential (as specified in WAC 296-46A-930(2)(a)),
punp and irrigation (as specified in WAC 296-46A-930(2)(b)(i)), sign
(as specified in WAC 296-46A-930(2)(c)), limted energy (as specified
in WAC 296-46A-930(2)(e)(i)), nonresidential maintenance (as specified
in WAC 296-46A-930(2)(f)(i)), restricted nonresidential maintenance as
determned by the departnment in rule, or other new nonresidential
specialties, not including appliance repair, as determned by the
departnment in rule, either a master journeyman electrician, journeynan
el ectrician, nmaster specialty electrician working in that electrician's
specialty, or specialty electrician working in that electrician's
specialty nust be on the sane job site as the noncertified individual

for a mninum of seventy-five percent of each working day. O her
specialties nmust neet t he requirenents speci fied in RCW
19.28.191(1)(f)(ii). Wien the ratio of certified electricians to

noncertified individuals on a job site is one certified electrician to
three or four noncertified individuals, the certified electrician nust:

(a) Directly supervise and instruct the noncertified individuals
and the certified electrician may not directly nmake or engage in an
el ectrical installation; and

(b) Be on the sane job site as the noncertified individual for a
m ni mum of one hundred percent of each worki ng day.

(6) The electrical contractor shall accurately verify and attest to
the electrical trainee hours worked by electrical trai nees on behal f of
the electrical contractor.

Sec. 2. RCW19.28.271 and 2001 ¢ 211 s 20 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful for any person, firm partnership, corporation,
or other entity to enploy an individual for purposes of RCW 19.28. 161
t hrough 19. 28. 271 who has not been issued a certificate of conpetency
or atraining certificate. It is unlawful for any individual to engage
in the electrical construction trade or to maintain or install any
el ectrical equipnment or conductors wthout having in his or her
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possession a certificate of conpetency or a training certificate under
RCW 19.28.161 through 19.28.271. Any person, firm partnershinp,
corporation, or other entity found in violation of RCW 19.28.161
t hrough 19.28.271 shall be assessed a penalty of not less than fifty
dollars or nore than five hundred dollars. The departnment shall set by
rule a schedule of penalties for violating RCW 19.28.161 through
19.28.271. An appeal may be nade to the board as is provided in RCW
19. 28. 131. The appeal shall be filed wthin twenty days after the
notice of the penalty is given to the assessed party by certified mil,
return receipt requested, sent to the last known address of the
assessed party and shall be nmade by filing a witten notice of appea
with the departnent. Any equi pment maintained or installed by any
person who does not possess a certificate of conpetency under RCW
19. 28. 161 t hrough 19. 28. 271 shall not receive an el ectrical work permt
and el ectrical service shall not be connected or nmintained to operate
t he equi pnent. Each day that a person, firm partnership, corporation,
or other entity violates RCW19. 28. 161 through 19.28.271 is a separate
vi ol ati on.

(2) Acivil penalty shall be collected in a civil action brought by
the attorney general in the county wherein the alleged violation arose
at the request of the departnent if any of RCW 19.28.161 through
19.28.271 or any rules adopted under RCW 19.28.161 through 19.28. 271
are viol at ed.

(3) Electrical trainees, who are directed by their enployers to
wor k unsupervi sed or who are left unsupervised by their enployers, are
not subject to fines levied by the departnent.

~-- END ---
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